
 

 

 

 
 
 

Hello again ladies – are you sitting comfortably for edition 

09 which is focusing on reading.. 

 

At our last and first for a long time committee meeting, we 

digressed onto what everyone had been up to and we 

learned some interesting and enlightening information 

from Hendrika which she kindly shares.. 

 

Here are the basic instructions for 

accessing e-reading materials for 

free. I am happy for people to 

contact me if they are having 

problems so I can try to help them: 

 

Anyone with a Northamptonshire Library Card and Card 

Pin Number might be interested in reading e-books 

through Northamptonshire Library, and newspapers and 

magazines through PressReader for free. 

 

For e-books, you need to download an app called 

BorrowBox Library. When you open the app, you will need 

to enter your library (Northamptonshire), ID Barcode 

(your library card number), and PIN/Password (your 

library card PIN). You are then into the Libraries website 

and can borrow audio and e-books. 

 

For newspapers and magazines, you need to download an 

app called PressReader. When you open the app, go to 

Sign In, then choose Libraries and Groups, Select Library 

(Northamptonshire), and then enter your library card 

number and PIN. Most daily newspapers and many 

magazines available to download and read for free 

Happy Reading 

               Hendrika (07766331421) 

 

With coincidental and perfect timing, we received, 

familiar to some, a now extended poem that is so apt.  

Make yourself a cup of coffee and enjoy… 

 

THE WOMEN’S INSTITUTE MONTHLY MEETING 

(with apologies to Lewis Carroll) 

Part 1 written in 2010 

The president and secretary 

Were standing side-by-side 

They smiled like anything to see 

The members had arrived. 

As they sang Jerusalem  

Their bosoms swelled with pride. 

 

“The time has come” the president said 

“To talk of many things 

Of speakers, trips and sewing groups 

And rival skittles teams. 

And what we must do to attract  

A few more bright young things.  
 

Our institute is growing old,  

We must embrace IT. 

Next year we’ll focus on the theme 

Computers set you free. 

The young will soon come flocking in 

They will be all agog 

To hear our lively talks on 

Podcasts, fonts and blogs. 

USBs and MP3s, bits and bytes and RAMs, 

Microsoft and Google not recipes for jam. 

 

“If all of us with all our skills 

Worked hard for half a year  

Do you suppose,” The president said, 

“That we can make it clear?” 

“Of course we can” the grey heads said 

But shed a bitter tear. 

 

The local Women’s Institute 

Achieved the goals they set.  
They all have laptop pocketbooks 

And often surf the net. 

They congregate in cyberspace, 

That way they save the rent. 

And send each other emails  

To mark a big event. 

But most of them are still grey-haired 

And some are slightly fat, 

The comfort eating while they surfed 

Has been the cause of that. 

‘Cos members missed Jerusalem 

The cups of tea and chat 

 

Part 2 written in 2020 

The president and secretary 

Tried hard to make it known 

That members now could join online 

And meetings would be virtual- 
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Eventually a few calls came, 

Their message loud and clear: 

“We want to make some friends,” they said 

“Because we’re new to here.” 

 

“We want to learn to knit and sew.  
We know about IT. 

Don’t believe the folk who say  

Computers set you free.” 

 

The Village Hall was used again 

And coffee mornings booked 

The crafty folk showed off their skills 

 New members learned to cook  

And even joined the skittles team 

Despite the time it took. 

 

But when corona virus struck 

And meetings had to stop 

They used IT to stay in touch  

 and keep their spirits up 

 

They scheduled online chat times 

Just to dispel the gloom 

And to mark the end of lockdown  

Sang Jerusalem on Zoom. 
 

 

Members Snippets and Posers 

OPEN GARDENS 

The weather was very 

kind for our first WI 

open garden at 

Hendrika’s house and 

what a difference it 

makes to meet up in 

person.  The following 

dates to look forward to 

are.. 

Friday 31st July, 2.30/3.30pm – Carol B 01327 702213 

5 Well Lane 

Friday 7th August, 2.30/3.30pm – Eliz S 07789 777907 

14 Welton Park 

Again, weather dependent and please ring to reserve your 

place to ensure we do not exceed the allowed number of 

six. 

 

Well I never…. 

In Shakespeare’s day a girl wore her hair loose until she 

reached maidenhood and then she put up her hair pinned 

up tidily onto the top of her head.  The only time she let 

her hair down was when she walked to Church on her 

wedding day.  If she wore her hair down any other time, 

she was a loose woman. 

 

Incidentally, the only other women who had their hair 

flowing were those who were mad, and so Ophelia is 

shown in paintings floating in the water with her hair 

streaming out.  
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IRENE’S WALKING LIBRARY 

 

If you have exhausted your bookshelves, here is a 

perfect opportunity to have a book delivered to 

your home and collected when you have finished.  

Authors available are: 

 

William Boyd 

Neil Forsyth 

Sebastian Faulks  

Ian McEwan  
Laura Barnett 

Louisa Morgan 

Craig Robertson  

Lex Macaulay  

David Nicholls  

Paul Torday 

Victoria Hislop 

Bill Bryson 

Kate Atkinson 

Plus more odd books 

 

Please contact Irene direct for individual titles 

and details 07450 195041 

 

 

10th July 2020 ANSWER 

ACACIA, ASPIDISTRA, ASTER, AZALEA, BEGONIA, BLUEBELL, 
BOUGAINVILLEA, BUTTERCUP, CARNATION, CHRYSANTHEMUM, 
CYCLAMEN, DAFFODIL, DAHLIA, DAISY, EDELWEISS, FOXGLOVE, 
FUCHSIA, GARDENIA, GERANIUM, HIBISCUS, HYACINTH, 
HYDRANGEA, IRIS, JASMINE, LILAC, LILY, LOBELIA, LUPIN, 
MARIGOLD, NASTURTIUM, ORCHID, PEONY, PRIMROSE, 
PRIMULA, ROSE, TULIP, VERBENA, VIOLET, WISTERIA. 
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