
 

 

 

 
 

Do you remember in Edition 08 we said generous Jean was 

taking us all on safari? Not one to go back on her word….. 

 

As a family, we moved into Clarkes Way some 40 years 

ago and it looked very different in those days.  Some 7 

years later we purchased an acre of adjoining agricultural 

land giving us the opportunity to encourage local wildlife 

and oversee our very own safari park but a different 

prospect entirely from the dozen or so we had enjoyed in 

East and South East Africa!   

 

We see very little signs of lions, hippos and elephants from 

our conservatory but on reflection, we have seen more 

than our fair share of local indigenous wildlife.  In the first 

days we were invaded by 

moles, grey squirrels, 

and rabbits.  Foxes have 

been regular visitors 

throughout and of late a 

vixen and her three cubs 
playing around one of the tree stumps.  The dog fox 

regularly sunbathed whilst his mate leisurely strolled 

along the patio to see what we had left out for him the night 

before. 

 

Muntjac deer seem to have deserted us with a modest 

resurgence of late as a mother and 

her little one casually walked 

around the perimeter before 

disappearing through the far fence.  

A young roe deer disappeared as 

quickly as it arrived. 

 

One of our earlier visitors was a kestrel with collar and 

bell attached which introduced itself to us as we walked in 

a neighbouring field with our red setter.  It followed us as 

we walked home and sat in our Ash tree gratefully eating 

the small slices of raw 

beef we offered.  A good 

friend and his keen 

ornithologist colleague 

enticed the kestrel into a 

carrying box, the ring on 

his leg confirming he 

was from the bird sanctuary at Guilsborough.   

 

Another rarely seen in this part of the world, blown off 

course in 1991 was a strange looking bird with cinnamon-

pink plumage, a cockatoo-like crest and a long, thin 

curved bill sitting 

comfortably on the lawn in 

front of the bedroom window.  

It was a Hoopoe, more at 

home in warmer climes of 

Southern Europe and in 

abundance throughout the African coast of the 

Mediterranean, Middle East and beyond.  The excitement 

of twitchers bought Clarkes Way to a standstill and earned 

a report in the ornithologist press.  

 

We have hosted a sole jet-black rabbit too who would visit 

us for over 2 years grazing peacefully but speedily away 

should anyone approach him. 

 

Whilst we have fought off invasions of moles, rabbits and 

grey squirrels, of late we have been facing nightly visiting 

of badgers who with the protection of the law, have 

created havoc on the lawns and 

grass.  Daily repairs take several 

hours and try the patience of a saint.  

We have had a couple of weeks 

grace from their presence – perhaps 

we are winning, who knows! 

 

And gazing out over our wildlife Safari Park, after today’s 

rain, I think I saw a herd of 

breeding elephants pass 

down the other side of the 

leylandii hedge and possibly 

the signs of a pregnant 

crocodile! Oh, what happy 

days…. Let the imagination 

run wild and take care 

everyone, keep well, keep safe.                                               Jean W 
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Welton entertainment  
and news 
… the conversation starts here! 



Members Snippets and Posers 
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Organising ourselves’ to help others 

 
We have finished tidying the cupboards, been busy in 

the garden and are now enjoying sitting in the garden 

reflecting on what a varied time we have experienced 

in the past 6 months. 

 

Now is the time to make sure we have our paperwork 

in order too. 

Step 1 - Make a Will 

Step 2 - Get your paperwork together 

 Pre/post nuptial agreements 

 Divorce papers 

 Property deeds  
 Bank statements 

 Outstanding bills 

 Insurance policies 

 Credit card statements 

 Mortgage information 

 Birth and marriage certificates 

 Tax certificates such as your P60 

 Details of savings and investments – inc 

 share  certificates, Premium Bonds and 

 pension plan statements. 

Step 3 - Let your executor know where your will is 

Step 4 - Think about clearing your unsecured debts 

Step 5 - Get some help in place in case you need it 
 

We are not endorsing this site but include it as an 

example of what we all need to consider… 

https://www.moneyadviceservice.org.uk/en/articles/

putting-your-affairs-in-order 

 

You may recall Wendy Dugmore, an ambassador for 

Alzheimer’s UK, who visited us in Jan 2019 and 

advised of the importance of keeping such 

information in one concise place.  A foc Lifebook, 

potentially invaluable to those left behind, is 

available from the following link.  

https://www.ageuk.org.uk/information-

advice/care/housing-options/home-

safety/lifebook/ 
Note from Editor.  This article was prompted by three 

members in very different situations; one is dealing with 

interstate which is an incredibly stressful, emotional and 

time-consuming task for a relative coping after a loss, 

another is endeavoring to collate information with 

advanced aged persons and a third is being very  

pragmatic in getting their papers in order. 

 

Where do animals go when they lose their tails? 

To a retail shop. 

What did the buffalo say to his little boy when he left 

for work? 

Bi-son 

What do you name an elephant that lies across the 

middle of a tennis court?  
Annette 

 

 

bkimb@btinternet.com 

egsnedker@btinternet.com 

Update on Crafting for Need 

We are as busy as ever providing scrubs for the local 

vicinity and with the new rules on face coverings, I 

have sold nearly £300 worth in just 2 weeks.  If you 

would like to purchase a one, please contact me.  All 

money raised goes back to funding the project. We 

have a wonderful group of generous ladies helping 

everything to be realized and I would particularly like 

to thank our Jan T for the time she has afforded us.                       
                       Deborah 
01327 877471 darmills@gmail.com 

 

MUSICAL INSTRUMENTS ANAGRAMS 
RING LATE (8) 
COCOA RIND (9) 

ROAM CHINA (9) 

PORCH RADISH (11)  

NIL TRACE (8) 

NICER CANTO (10) 

MILAN DON (8) 

GROAN (5) 

NO AXE SHOP (9) 

TUBA IN ROME (10) 

TENOR MOB (8) 

24th July 2020 Answer 

OPEN GARDENS 
With changing government restrictions trying the best 

of us to keep up, six members from different 

households are socially distanced allowed to meet 

outdoors.  Join us for a bit of escapism and chat.. 

 

Friday 14th August, 2.30/3.30 – Margaret J  

01327 705402 – 35 Ashby Road 

Wednesday 19th August, 2.30/3.30 – Deborah  

01327 877471 - 19 Croxden Way, Daventry 

Please ring to confirm your place 

 
 

All groans to be directed to Kim 

please! 
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