
 

 

 

As this very different year draws to a close, memories of 

Christmas’ past seem so comforting and we are delighted 

to share with you reminisces from Hendrika and Irene.   

 

The Christmas tradition in Holland is historically different 

to the UK. We celebrate on Christmas Day but do not 

traditionally give presents, and Father Christmas does not 

visit. 

Instead we celebrate the visit of Sinterklaas (Saint 

Nicholas). He arrives in the Netherlands on a steam ship 

from Spain (no not the 

North Pole!) with his 

helpers (Zwarte Piet) and 

his horse. After his arrival, 

children can put their clog 

by the fireplace and a small 

present will appear in the 

morning. This will happen 

between his arrival, and the 5th December. On the evening 

of 5th December (the feast of Sinterklaas), a Zwarte Piet 

will arrive with a bag of presents for everyone in the 

house.  He also distributes special 

sweets (kruidnoten or pepernoten) 

and a chocolate letter which is the 

initial of your name. 

Traditionally, Zwarte Piet is black 

because he is a Moor from Spain. 

Those portraying Zwarte Piet usually 

put on blackface and colourful 

Renaissance attire in addition to curly 

wigs and bright red lipstick. In recent years, the character 

has become the subject of controversy. 

 

Recipe for pepernoten 

 

Ingredients: 100g soft butter; 125g brown sugar; 1 

teaspoon cinnamon; 1 teaspoon mixture of 

nutmeg/cloves/coriander/anais/ginger/cardamon; pinch 

salt; 250g self-raising flour; milk. 

Method: Thoroughly mix 

soft butter, sugar, spices 

and salt together until 

smooth.  Add the flour and 

enough milk so the mix 

forms a ball, leaving 

nothing in the mixing bowl. 

Place the mix in a polythene 

bag and leave in the fridge for at least an hour.  Grease a 

baking tray with butter.  Take the mix and knead into small 

balls (mix should make about 50 balls).  Place on the 

baking tray and press down to flatten the base.  Put in oven 

at 175C for about 15 minutes until light brown. 
Note from the Committee:  They are delicious!!     Hendrika 

 

Christmas in South Africa is hot as it falls in the middle of 

summer.  The emphasis then was on birthdays and not 

Christmas as they did not have bank holidays as such.  If 

it fell on a weekend, they were the only days allowed off.  

For our Christmas, Santa arrived complete with his 

costume in scorching heat by helicopter.  Although most 

South Africans or 

Afrikaans had the usual 

bbq or braai, as true Brits 

even the heat it had to be a 

typical Christmas dinner 

complete with turkey and 

trimmings, followed by of 

course Christmas pudding. 

 

Christmas in Cyprus was equally a different experience.  

The country is very religious and the whole day was based 

around church services.  Gifts were given at New Year 

instead of Christmas.  We lived in a place called Pyros 

which was midway between the mountains and coast.  In 

the morning we went up into the mountains, built 

snowmen and had snowball fights.  We then came back 

home and enjoyed the usual Christmas fayre and then 

afterwards went to the beach and jet skied and swam.  On 

reflection, a very 

bizarre time where I 

believe it is the only 

place in the world 

where you can play in 

the snow and then 

sunbathe all in the 

same day. 
Irene 
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Welton entertainment  
and news 

… the conversation starts here! 

Well done 

ladies at our 

December 

Meeting  



Members Snippets and Posers 
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My Christmas Wish for You  
by Ruth Kephart  
  
My Christmas wish for you, my friend  
Is not a simple one  
 
For I wish you hope and joy and peace  
Days filled with warmth and sun  
  
I wish you love and friendship too  
Throughout the coming year  
Lots of laughter and happiness  
To fill your world with cheer  
  
May you count your blessings, one by one  
And when totalled by the lot  
May you find all you've been given  
To be more than what you sought  
  
May your journeys be short, your burdens light  
May your spirit never grow old  
May all your clouds have silver linings  
And your rainbows pots of gold  
  
I wish this all and so much more  
May all your dreams come true  
May you have a Merry Christmas friend  
And a happy New Year, too.  
 

27th November Answers 

ASTEROID, SOLAR SYSTEM, METEOR, 

UNIVERSE, PULSAR, SATELLITE, EXTRA 

TERRESTRIAL, ASTRONAUT, ZERO GRAVITY, 

BLACK HOLE 

GROAN TIME AND NO APOLOGIES, IT’S 

CHRISTMAS….. 

 
ANAGRAMS 

1. CHARM SITS 

2. REED REIN 

3. SULTANA SAC 

4. MINE SEW 

5. ETHNIC GIRLS 

6. TITAN IVY 

7. MALTA RICH CROSS 

8. COG KNITS 

9. SERPENT 

10. DEACONS TRIO 

11. BLEATS 

12. LAC ENDS 

13. A SLICER COVER 

14. HATTERS CRIMES 

 

QUIZ 

1. According to the poem “The night before 

Christmas”, how many reindeer did Santa have to 

pull his sleigh, 8,9 or 10? 

2. What is traditionally hidden inside a Christmas 

pudding? 

3. What is the name of the character in Charles 

Dickens “A Christmas Carol” who gets visited by 

the ghosts of Christmas past, present and future? 

4. Which foreign city has donated a Christmas tree 

to be displayed in Trafalgar Square since 1947? 

Munich, Stockholm or Oslo 

5. In the song, ‘The 12 days of Christmas’, how 

many gold rings does the singer’s truelove give to 

him? 

6. There are 365 days in a year, Which number is 

Christmas Day? 

7. What is the last day of Christmas called? 

8. What is Happy Christmas in Spanish? 

9. Who introduced the Christmas tree to the UK? 

10. What is a female turkey called? 

11. If you are born on Christmas day, what is your 

star sign? 

12. Because of time difference, do Australians 

celebrate Christmas day before are after us in the 

uk? 

13. What is the traditionally performed Christmas 

ballet called? 

14. When santa got stuck up the chimney, his beard 

was all black, his nose was tickling, but what did 

he have in his sack? 
   

                                 Please direct all frustration and sighs to  

                                   Colleen and Irene 

 

TRIVIA 

1. What kind of motor bike does Father Christmas 

ride? 

2. What do Father Christmas’s little helpers learn at 

school? 

3. What is a dog’s favourite Christmas Carol? 

4. What do you call a sheep who doesn’t like 

Christmas? 

5. What do showmen do in their spare time? 

6. Why as the turkey in a band? 

7. What does December have that other months don’t? 

8. What is a lion’s favourite Christmas song? 

9. What is the correct name for an old snowman? 

10. Who hides in the bakery at Christmas? 



 

Monthly 24th December 2020 – Edition 16 BUMPER EDITION 

Christmas Word Scramble   - The answers are on 

the sheet in your goody bags!! – Note from 

Editor…. It has been a busy year for us all and this is 

testament that things sometimes slip through the proof 

reading!! 

 

1. Groceos 

2. Naclorig 

3. Rats 

4. Scunttshe  

5. Porduhl 

6. Skagceap  

7. Dressephh  

8. Gramen  

9. Galen  

10. Limesotte  

11. Vaniyitt  

12. Gotscink 

13. Virasou   

14.  Traweh 

15. Gisehl  

16. Wamsonn  

17.  Ejuss   

18.  Stranneom  

19. Scamsthir  

 

All You Need to Know About Life Learned from A 

Snowman 

 It’s okay if you’re a little bottom heavy. 

 Hold your ground, even when the heat is on 

 Wearing white is always appropriate 

 Winter is the best of the four seasons 

 It takes a few extra rolls to make a good 

midsection 

 There’s nothing better than a foul weather friend 

 The key to life is to be a jolly, happy soul 

 It’s not the size of the carrot, but the placement 

that counts 

 We’re all made up of mostly water 

 You know you’ve made it when they write a song 

about you 

 Accessorize! Accessorize! Accessorize! 

 Avoid yellow snow and Don’t get too much sun 

 It’s embarrassing when you can’t look down and 

see your feet 

There’s no stopping you once you’re on a roll

Memories of Christmases Past by Marie 

 

The WI has always needed to be adaptable.  Can 

you recall when as President I had to make the 

decision to cancel the Welton WI carol concert 

because of heavy snow?  The then vicar Sarah 

agreed that we should use our programme for the 

parish service the following week which 

fortunately did go ahead.  It was our 

Christingle/Lights Festival service with candles 

everywhere; it looked beautiful.  The church was 

full and all who came have happy memories or 

carols, candles, mulled wine, and mince pies 

And one more memory from Marie 

 

This was a lovely evening when Margery encouraged 

us all to create Christmas table decorations.  The picture 

captures the happy occasion wonderfully.  

 

 



   

    

 

 

 
bkimb@btinternet.com 

egsnedker@btinternet.com 

TRIVIA ANSWERS… 

 

1. HOLY DAVIDSON 

2. ELFABET 

3. BARK THE HERALD ANGELS SING 

4. BAA HUMBUG 

5. CHILL OUT 

6. BECAUSE HE’S GOT A DRUMSTICK 

7. THE LETTER D 

8. JUNGLE BELLS 

9. A PUDDLE 

10. MINCE SPIES 

QUIZ 

 

1. 8 

2. A COIN 

3. EBENEEZER SCROOGE 

4. OSLO 

5. 5 

6. 359 

7. TWELFTH NIGHT 

8. FELIZ NAVIDAD 

9. QUEEN VICTORIA AND PRINCE ALBERT 

10. HEN 

11. CAPRICORN 

12. BEFORE 

13. THE NUTCRACKER 

14. SOOT 

ANAGRAM ANSWERS… 

 

1. CHRISTMAS 

2. REINDEER 

3. SANTA CLAUS 

4. WISE MEN 

5. CHRISTINGLE 

6. NATIVITY 

7. CHRISTMAS CAROL 

8. STOCKING 

9. PRESENT 

10. DECORATIONS 

11. STABLE 

12. CANDLES 

13. CAROLS SERVICE 

14. CHRISTMAS TREE 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 
best wishes to all our members 

and thank you for your 

encouragement and support in 

this very unusual year.   

 

Your committee x 
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